LESSON PLAN: Become a Foley artist

	Subject: English Literature 
	Date: 
	Topic: Become a Foley artist
	Grade: 8–10
	Time: Double lesson (at least 120 minutes)

	Objective(s): Get learners to understand how sound effects are created in film and to create their own basic sound effects for an imaginary scenario

	Teacher
	Resources
	Learners

	Introduction

Share with learners the basics of Foley artistry, either by explaining what it is and how it is done, or by showing them a short instructional tutorial such as the one found at 

http://www.marblehead.net/foley/
Include in your introduction some examples of how basic sound effects are created, for example:

· two coconuts knocked together create the 
sound of horses’ hooves,
· a pair of gloves being flapped creates the 
sound of birds’ wings,
· a sharp knife slicing a cabbage creates the 
sound of severed flesh,
· an aluminium sheet being manipulated 
creates the rumble of distant thunder.
	Items used to crate basic sound effects, e.g., pair of coconuts; pair of gloves; sharp knife and cabbage;

aluminium sheeting







	Learners watch the instructional video and/or listen as you demonstrate how basic sound effects are created.









	Body

1
Divide learners in groups of three or four. Give each group a short scene (the same scene or different scenes) for which they must produce all the sound effects.


For example: A character walks into a public restroom. He opens every stall door. He then unzips his shoulder bag. He takes out a packet. He empties its contents into the bowl of the last toilet. He flushes the contents away.

2
Let the groups then devise a means of creating all the sounds (however big or small) that their scene will generate. Learners will need to use materials or objects that they can easily get their hands on. (They must source these at home and bring them for the next lesson.)

3
Give learners time to practise their sound effects.
Homework
Learners continue to work on their sound effects for homework.
	Notebooks or writing paper
	Learners work in groups of three or four. They brainstorm ideas for the scenarios you give them and how to create the necessary sound effects.
Learners find suitable materials to create their sound effects.

	Conclusion

Allow each group to present their scene. The presentation can be done in the following two ways:

1
One or two learners act out the scene in silence, while the class watches. The class must make notes on what they think is happening in the scene. Learners act out the scene again, but this time the other two members of the group create the necessary sound effects, while learners are performing. The class then tests the validity of their descriptions of the scene.

2
Alternatively, the class shuts their eyes while the group performs the sound effects for their scene. The class then guesses what is going on. Let the class then watch the scene with the sound effects in order to check their interpretations of the sounds.
	
	Groups act out their scenes while the rest of the class does one of the following:
For the silent dramatisation:

Make notes on what they think is happening in the scene, then test the validity of their descriptions of the scene against the scene performed with sound effects.

With their eyes closed:

Guess what is happening when their eyes are closed and then test the validity of the scene and sound effects when it is performed while they watch.
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