
For Windows® 
2000, XP, Vista and 

Windows® 7.

3rd edition 
on CD-ROM User’s guide

South African

Dictionary

Oxford
School



3
S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A 

Oxford University Press Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd

Oxford is a registered trade mark of Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain other countries 
Published in South Africa by Oxford University Press Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd, Cape Town

Oxford South African School Dictionary 3e on CD-ROM 
ISBN 978 0 19 599776 7 (CD-ROM) 
ISBN 978 0 19 904064 3 (Paperback print edition with CD-ROM)

© Oxford University Press Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd 2011 
For copyright information for the print version of the Oxford South African School Dictionary 3e,  
see the printed imprint page.

The moral rights of the author have been asserted 
Database right Oxford University Press Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd (maker)

First published 2011

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of Oxford University Press Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd, or 
as expressly permitted by law, or under terms agreed with the appropriate designated reprographics rights organi-
zation. Enquiries concerning reproduction outside the scope of the above should be sent to the Rights Department, 
Oxford University Press Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd.

You must not circulate this product in any other packaging or format and you must impose this same condition on 
any acquirer.

See “Help” file on the CD-ROM for Acknowledgements.

Set in Myriad Pro 9 pt on 11 pt by Oswald Kurten 

Insert printed and bound by Bowline



Contents

Install the CD-ROM on your computer ...................................................................  4

Get started..............................................................................................................................  6

Look up a word in the dictionary ...............................................................................  7

Use the sound files .............................................................................................................  8

Extra practice with Exercises .........................................................................................  9

Have fun with Games ..................................................................................................... 10

Use the Study pages ........................................................................................................11

AutoFind: your automatic helper ..............................................................................12

Terms and conditions of use ........................................................................................14

Minimum specifications ................................................................................................16

Frequently asked questions  ........................................................................................16

Technical and other support ........................................................................................16



4

Install the CD-ROM on your computer

Before you begin, please read the user licence information on pages 14–15 of this 
booklet, and the minimum specifications on page 16 for this CD-ROM to run optimally 
on your computer.
Note: this dictionary will not operate on an Mac®.

1. Turn on your computer and start Windows®.
2. Ensure that no other programs are running.
3. Insert the CD-ROM into your CD or DVD drive.
4. If autorun is enabled on your computer, the installation process will start automati-

cally after a few seconds. 
5. If the dictionary does not install automatically, complete these steps:
 • For Windows® 7 and Windows Vista®, click on “Start – Computer”. For Windows® XP 

and Windows® 2000, double-click on “My Computer”. All the files and folders on 
your computer are displayed.

 • Right click on your CD or DVD drive, and choose “Explore” to view the contents 
of the CD.

 • Double-click on the file “Autorun”.
6. Follow the instructions on your screen. 

Note: you will be given the choice to run the dictionary from the CD, do a minimal 
installation or a full installation.
• A minimal installation will not copy all sound and image files onto your computer, 

and will take up approximately 60 MB hard disk space.  You will need to have the 
CD-ROM in your computer when you use the dictionary.
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• A full installation will copy all the files onto your computer, including all sound and 
image files, which will take up approximately 260 MB hard disk space.

Note: you will need to have the CD-ROM in your computer the first time you use the 
dictionary after a full installation.
Note: if you have done a minimal installation, but want to change to a full installation, 
view the folders on your CD-ROM and then click on “Setup.exe”. Follow the instructions 
on your screen that will lead you through uninstalling the minimal version and then 
choose the full installation option when prompted.

Uninstall the dictionary from your computer
1. Make sure the dictionary is closed. 
2. For Windows® 7, Windows Vista® and XP, click on “Start – Control Panel”. For Windows® 

2000, click on “Start – Settings – Control Panel”. The Windows Control Panel window 
opens.

3. For Windows® 7 and Windows Vista®, click on “Uninstall a Program”. For Windows® 
XP and 2000, double-click on “Add/Remove Programs”. A dialogue box is displayed, 
listing all the software on your computer. 

4. Click on the Oxford South African School Dictionary to highlight it.
5. For Windows® 7 and Windows Vista®, click on “Uninstall/Change”. For Windows® XP 

and Windows® 2000, click on “Change/Remove” to begin removing the dictionary.
6. Follow the instructions on your screen.
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Get started

1. Start your computer.
2. Double-click on the dictionary icon  on your desktop, or look for it in the 

directory where you saved it. The dictionary main screen is displayed.
3. Click on the diff erently coloured buttons at the top of the screen to see the fi ve 

main sections included on the CD-ROM.

You are now on the main dictionary page. Click on these tabs to see the other sections.
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1. Type the word you are looking for in the search box and then click on . 
2. All the matching words are shown in the index. 
3. The results box will show derivatives of or idioms for the word you are looking for. 
4. If you click on a word in the index or results box, it will appear in the main pane.
5. If you spell a word incorrectly while typing it into the search box, another box will 

appear giving you possible alternatives. Click on the one you need. 

Look up a word in the dictionary

Search box

Index

Results

Main pane

Go to the previous or next dictionary entry you have visited.

Scroll up and down to fi nd entries close by.Click on the word you are trying to spell.
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Use the sound fi les

1. Listen to the pronunciation of the word by clicking on the speaker symbol   just 
below the headword.

2. The pronunciation of every word you look up will play automatically, 
unless you switch off  this function. To turn the sound off , click on settings  . 

3. If your computer has a built-in microphone, you can record and listen to your own 
pronunciation. Choose an entry in the dictionary by clicking on it, and then click on 

 the record button  . The entry that you chose will appear in the “record” window.

Click here to hear the word.

Settings button

Click on the Record button to open the Record window.

Help button

Record your own 
pronunciation using 
the Record window.
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1. Click on the Exercises tab at the top of the page.
2. In the Menu, choose which skill you want to practise – Listening, Speaking, Read-

ing, Writing or Language. Brief Teacher notes are listed too. When you click on the 
heading, the list will expand to show you all the exercises beneath.

3. Click on an exercise in the list. Follow the instructions to complete the exercise in 
the main pane.

4. Click on help  for further support.

Click here to check 
your answers.

Choose the type of exercise here.

Click here to see what the answers should be.
Click here to copy this 
exercise into another 
document.

Click here to print this 
exercise as a class activity. 
You can choose to include 
the answers or not.

Extra practice with Exercises
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Have fun with Games

Click here if you 
do not want to 
play Wordsearch 
with diagonal 
words included.

Choose the type of game here.

1. Click on th  e Games tab at the top of the page.
2. In the Menu, choose which game you want to play – either Crossword, Matching 

pairs or Wordsearch. When you click on the heading, the list will expand to show 
you all the word groups within each game beneath.

3. Click on a game in the list. Follow the instructions to complete the game in the 
main pane.

4. Click on help  for further support.
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1. Click on the Study pages tab at the top of the page.
2. Click on any of the headings on the Contents page to jump directly to that topic.

The Study pages include a PDF document from the print dictionary that provides quick 
reference on grammar, exam instruction words, Plain English, fi gures of speech, punc-
tuation, and more. You will need a PDF Reader to open the fi le. If you do not already 
have a PDF Reader, you can download Adobe® Reader® for free from www.adobe.com.

Click on a heading to 
jump to that topic.

Use the Study pages
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AutoFind: your automatic helper

AutoFind is an easy way of using the Oxford South African School Dictionary as you write 
or read your own documents. When you are working, you can use AutoFind to look up 
the meaning of words that you do not understand.

1. Click on the AutoFind tab at the top of the page. The main dictionary window will 
disappear and be replaced by a smaller version of the dictionary window. 

2. You can move this smaller window by clicking on the top heading bar and drag-
ging it to where you want it on your screen.

3. Using the mouse, move the cursor in the document you are working on so that it is 
on the word that you want to look up. If the AutoFind does not automatically pick up 
the word, highlight it by double-clicking on it and then press “Ctrl” on your keyboard.

4. If the word is in the Oxford South African School Dictionary, the entry will appear in 
the main window of the AutoFind.

5. You will hear the pronunciation of the word. To switch off the sound, press the 

 off button  . Press the same button again to switch the sound on again   .
6. If the word is not in the Oxford South African School Dictionary, the main window of 

the AutoFind will remain blank.
7. To close the AutoFind window and return to the main dictionary window, click on 

 the main dictionary  button at the bottom left of the screen. 

AutoFind works in programs including Internet Explorer®, Microsoft Word®, and 
Outlook® where Microsoft Word® is used as the email editor. 
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Drag AutoFind window to a place on your screen 
where you can read your document comfortably.

Hover over the word you want to look 
up and it will appear in AutoFind.
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Terms and conditions of use

Oxford South African School Dictionary 3rd edition 
CD-ROM (“CD-ROM”)

BY INSTALLING OR USING THIS CD-ROM, YOU ACCEPT 
THE TERMS OF THIS LICENCE WITH OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
PRESS SOUTHERN AFRICA (PTY) LTD.

All references to “you” and “your” are deemed to refer 
to any person who accesses, uses and/or installs the 
CD-ROM.

All references to “Oxford”, “we”, “us” and “our” in  
these terms and conditions are deemed to refer to  
Oxford University Press Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd of  
N1 City, Cape Town, 7463. 

USE 
You may:
• Use (load into temporary memory or permanent stor-

age) a single copy of the software from the CD-ROM 
on only one computer at a time. If this computer is 
linked to a network then the software may only be 
installed in a manner such that it is not accessible to 
other machines on the network. If you want to use the 
software on a network or across a whole site, please 
contact Oxford.

• Use the software with a class of learners provided it is 
only installed on one computer.

• Transfer the software from one computer to another 
provided that you only use it on one computer at a 
time.

• Print out individual screen extracts from the disk for (a) 
private study or (b) to include in homework or (c) if you 
are a teacher, to use in class with learners.

• Photocopy individual screen extracts from the disk for 
(a) private study or (b) to include in homework or (c) if 
you are a teacher, to use in class with learners.

You may NOT:
• Copy, distribute, modify, transmit, translate, reverse-

engineer, decompile, disassemble, create derivative 

works from the contents of the databases, or use 
the whole or any part of the CD-ROM (including its 
software components) for any purpose other than as 
set out above, without our prior written permission, 
other than certain documents that expressly provide 
that you may modify and print such documents solely 
for use and distribution within your classes.

• Operate or use the CD-ROM in any manner that may 
be prejudicial to us, or assist anyone to do so.

• At any time cede or assign any of your rights or obliga-
tions under this licence agreement without our prior 
written consent.

• Make copies of the CD-ROM or any of its software 
components, even for backup purposes.

• Rent, lease or sell the CD-ROM or any of its software 
components. 

• Print, download, or save any pictures, photographs or 
videos from the CD-ROM, other than certain images 
that will print as part of a matching pairs game or 
other documents that expressly provide that you may 
modify and print such documents solely for use and 
distribution within your classes.

• Use any device, software or other instrument to inter-
fere or attempt to interfere with the proper working 
of this CD-ROM. In addition, you agree that you will 
not use any robot, spider, other automatic device, or 
manual process to monitor, copy, distribute or modify 
the CD-ROM or the information contained herein, 
without the prior written consent from an authorised 
Oxford representative.

You shall:
Notify us immediately upon discovering or suspecting 
any unauthorised use of the CD-ROM.

Respect our intellectual property rights in respect of 
the CD-ROM.

DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY
This CD-ROM and the accompanying files are sold 
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“as is” and without warranties as to performance or 
merchantability or any other warranties whether 
expressed or implied, including but not limited to 
warranties of merchantability, fitness for purpose, 
title or non-infringement.

USE OF THE CD-ROM IS ENTIRELY AT YOUR OWN 
RISK. We are not liable for any loss or damage, 
whether direct, indirect or consequential, or any 
expense of any nature whatsoever, which may be 
suffered by you, which arises directly or indirectly 
from your use of, or inability to use, the CD-ROM, 
unless such loss or damage can be shown to be due 
to gross negligence on our part.

In no event shall Oxford or its resellers, employ-
ees, members, directors, franchises and agents be 
liable for loss or damage of any kind (including 
any consequential, indirect or special damages), 
loss of data, loss of profits, business interruption or 
other pecuniary loss arising directly or indirectly in 
connection with the use of, or inability to use, the 
CD-ROM.

In order to make efficient use of the CD-ROM, you 
must ensure that the laptop and/or personal computer 
on which the CD-ROM is installed meets the minimum 
criteria stipulated on the packaging of this CD-ROM 
for compatibility with, and optimal functioning of, the 
CD-ROM.

We are not responsible to you if changes in any of your 
information technology facilities, systems, operations, or 
procedures:
• render the CD-ROM obsolete
• require modification or alteration to the CD-ROM, or
• otherwise affect the performance of the CD-ROM.

COPYRIGHT AND TRADEMARKS
All software, pictures, words, diagrams, videos, dictionary 
entries, sound files and other material on this CD-ROM 
are the copyright of Oxford or are reproduced with per-
mission from other copyright owners. The materials on 

this CD-ROM may be retrieved and downloaded solely for 
your individual use and for use within your classes only. 
Furthermore, all materials on the CD, with the exception 
of those expressly provided by other copyright owners, 
may be printed out, displayed and copied for your indi-
vidual use or within your own classes only. All other rights 
are reserved. No materials may otherwise be copied, 
modified, published, broadcast or otherwise distributed 
without the prior written permission of Oxford.

Oxford University Press Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd, 
Oxford and/or any other names of products or services 
supplied or provided by Oxford and referred to on this 
CD-ROM are trademarks of and proprietary to Oxford, and 
may not be used without our prior written consent.

Oxford does not grant any express or implied right 
to you to any patents, trademarks, copyright, or other 
intellectual property in respect of the CD-ROM other than 
as set out herein.

TERM AND TERMINATION
• This licence shall commence on the date that you 

accept this licence and will continue until terminated:
 a) by mutual agreement between you and Oxford, or
 b) by Oxford if you breach any of the terms of this 

licence.
• Upon termination of this licence, you shall cease using 

the CD-ROM and shall destroy all copies of it (including 
any stored copies).

INDEMNITY
You hereby indemnify Oxford and its licensors, directors, 
employees, franchisees, agents or representatives, and 
keep them fully indemnified, from and against any loss 
or damage suffered or liability incurred in respect of any 
third party, which may arise from your use of the CD-
ROM and/or editing of materials from the CD-ROM.

JURISDICTION
This licence will be governed by South African law.



Minimum specifications

• Operating system: Microsoft 
Windows® 2000, Windows® XP, 
Windows Vista® and Windows® 7

• Processor: Pentium® III 1GHz 
processor or compatible processor 

• Memory: Minimum 256MB RAM 
(512MB recommended) 

• Disk space: full install approximately 
260MB hard disk 

• Sound: Windows-compatible sound 
card with headphones or speakers 

• Graphical card with minimum VGA 
resolution and 8MB RAM 

Note: this dictionary CD-ROM is not 
Mac® compatible.

Microsoft, Internet Explorer, Windows 
and Windows Vista are either registered 

www.oxford.co.za
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trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft 
Corporation in the United States and/or 
other countries.
Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat and 
Reader are either registered trademarks or 
trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated 
in the United States and/or other countries.
Mac is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered 
in the United States and other countries.

Frequently asked questions

Please refer to our website for answers to 
frequently asked questions: www.oxford.
co.za/dictionaries/school_cdrom_faq

Technical and other support

Please contact Customer Services during 
office hours at: 021 596 2300 or  
oxford.za@oup.com


